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the blunders of a succession of high-born but incompetent generals. The
constitution required that a candidate for the consulship should present himself
in person in Borne. Established custom, and possibly law, prohibited re-election
to the consulship until after an interval of ten years. But in 104 Marius, who
was in Nurnidia, was nevertheless elected consul, and he was re-elected in 103,
102, and 101. The democratic general justified the confidence of the people.
At Aquae Sexti*e, and again on the Baudine plain, he defeated the Germans and
saved Rome and Italy from invasion. For the, year 100 Marius was for the
sixth time elected consul, and the popular leaders evidently considered that the
moment had arrived when they would reap the reward of the support which
they had given him. But their own violence defeated their object, and Marius
as consul was obliged to protect the state against his own partisans. Historically
the importance of these few years is quite independent of the ill-conjidered
legislation proposed by L. Appuleius Saturninus, tribune of the plebs and the
foremost popular leader. Their real significance lies in the alliance now first
made between the popular party and the great spldier of the day. The
exceptional position accorded to Marius was justified by the needs of the
empire, but it was a condemnation of the established constitution. Nor in the
end did the popular party gain much by the alliance. The tribunes of the plebs
gradually dropped out of the front rank, and became only the useful henchmen
of this or that military leader, and military questions, the distribution of great
commands, or the provision of lands for time-expired soldiers, tend to take
precedence of all others. As regards Marius himself, his defeat of the Germans
sufficed to give him a place in the esteem of his countrymen from which not
even the excesses of the closing years of his life could oust him. Apart from
this, his most important work was directly connected with the proper business
of his life, soldiering. The innovations introduced by him in the method of
recruiting the legions, and in their internal organisation, were probably justified
from a purely military point of view. The partial substitution of voluntary
enlistment for-conscription attracted seasoned soldiers, or at least men anxious
to make soldiering a profession, and it was still more certain that the efficiency
of the legion was increased by the abolition of the old three lines and the
substitution of the cohort as the military unit. " But both changes tended to
professionalise the Roman army, and to obliterate the last traces of its old
character as a civic militia. It became a more effective instrument for war, but
an instrument dangerously under the control of its leader for the time being.
Ten years after the deliverance from the German peril, Rome found herself
engaged in war with the trusted allies whose fidelity and courage had carried
her victoriously through the great wars of the preceding century. The Italian
communities had long ceased to resent the idea of absorption "into the Roman
state. Already Roman in language, dress, and habits, and sharing to the full
the burdens of empire, they keenly felt the political and civil disabilities which
their exclusion from citizenship entailed, and ardently desired admission within
the pale. During the last forty years hopes of relief had been raised only to be
disappointed. Neither M. Fulvius, nor Gaius Gracchus, nor even Marius, who
bj birth and connections was as much Italian as Roman, had been able to effect
the desired change.
Prominent among the tribunes of the year 91 B.C. was Marcus Livius
Drusus. Like the Gracchi he was a wealthy and popular noble, and like his
father he stood politically midway between the popular and the senatorial parties,
following the established tradition he came forward with a varied programme of
legislation: an agrarian law, probably for the purchase -*f land for allotments in
Italy; a proposal for founcluig colonies, probably beyond the sea; and, a more